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THE PRESTDENT
Or THE
GENGRAL ASSEMBLY

9 September 2008

Exccllency,

With regard to the meeting of the Open-ended Working Group on the Question of
Equitable Representation on and Increase in the Membership of the Security Council
and other Matters related to the Security Council 10 be held tomorrow, Wednesday,
10 September, | have the honour to forwerd you a revised draft report, including drafi

recommendations, for your consideration.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Srgjan Kerim

- All Permanent Representatives and
Permanent Observers to the United Nations

New York



United MNations Avacas

28 August 2008

72 3 General Assembly Distr.: Limited

Criginal: English

“'Open-cnded Working Group o the Question
of Equitable Representation on and Increase
in the Membership of the Securlty Couneil aad
Other Mutters related to the Secnrity Council

Draft report submitted by the Chairperson
1. Introduction

1. In its resolution 48/26 of 3 Deccmber 1993, the General Assembly decided 10
egtablish an open-cndcd working group to consider all sspeets of the question of
inercase in the memberchip of the Sceurity Council and other matters related 1o the
Council. '

2. The Opeu-ended Warking Group on the Question of Equitable Representation
on and Tncrease in the Membership of the Security Council and Qther Matters
related to the §ocurity Council began its deliberations in Januury 1994, The Working
Group submined progress roports 10 the General Assembly at irs forty-eighth fo
sixty-first sesgions. At those scssions, the Assembly extended the mandale of the
Working Group. .

3,  On 23 Novecmber 1998, the General Asscmbly adopted regolation 53/30 in
conncekion with the agenda item of the Workiug Grotp entitied “Majority required
for taking decisions on Security Council relorm”.

4 I the United Nations Milleaniumn Declarntion, Heads of Stelc end
Gavernment resolved, with respect ta the ongoing deliberations en Security Couneil
reformn, t intensify their efforts to schieve comprehensive reforim of the Couneil in
all its aspcets (sce Goneral Assembly resolution 55/2, para. 30).

5. Inthe 2005 World Summit Outeame of 16 September 2005, Heads of State and
Government expressed support for early reform of the Security Couneil and
recommended thas the Council contipue to adapt jts werking methods {sce General
Assembly resolurion 6071, puras. 153 and 154).

6. Following the deliberntions of the Working Group, the General Assembly, in

ity docision 61/561 of 17 Sepicmber 2007, decided that the Working Group should

continue jts work and should sabmit a report to the Assembly before the end of its

sixty-sccond session, including sny agroed recommendations, The Asgembly also

docided to contider the issue of Security Council reform, including through

iﬁmergnvcmmcmal negotiations, The present report ig submilted pursnant to decision
17561,
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Sixty-second scssion of the General Assembly

7. During the general debsie of the General Assembly at its sixty-sceond session,
held from 25 Ssptember to 3 October 2007, many Hends of Statc and Government
and other high-level rcprescntatives of Member States expressed the views of their
Governments on the reform of the Sceurity Couneil.

8.  Mcmber Statcs elso cxpressed their views on the reform of the Council when
the General Assembly discussed the item entitled “Question of equitable
rcpresentation on and increasc in the membership of the Security Coeuneil and
sclated mamors® (item 122) from 12 to 14 November 2007 (see A/62/PV.AT-51).
Member Siates expresacd their viowa on varipus options to bring the precess
forward and also encouraged the Preaident of thc General Assembly to leke
leadership on the way farwsrd, In his concluding remarks on thc item, the President
presented seven principles to serve us guiding principles [or the advancement of the
process of Sccurity Counsil reform (A/62/PV.51). :

Proceedings of the Open-ended Working Group during the
sixty-second session of the General Assembly

Organizational matters

9. The President of the General Assembly, Srgjsn Kerim, gerved as Chairperson
of thc Working Group.

10. On 14 December 2007, the Chairperson appeinted Ambassador Ismat Jahan
(Bangladesh), Ambassador Heraldo Mufioz (Chile) and Ambassador Jodo M. Guerra
Salgueiro (Porragal), as members of the task forcc established by the Chaicpesson,
to interact with all Member Statos and 1o repart back 1 the Chairperson on the
out of their ltations.

1. On 10 April 2008, the Chairpersan also appointed Ambassador Roble Qlheyc
(Djibouti). as a member of the task forcs.

Meetings, informal meetings and consultations of the
Working Group

12, In his letzer dated 6 December 2007, the President of the General Assembly
invited Member States to focug their interventions on identifying concrete clements
of negotigbles that could form the busis for intergovernmenta] negotiations, having
in mind in parieular the report of Open-ended Working Group to the Assembly at its
sixry-first secsion! and the positions and proposals of Member States.

13, Atits 1sz and 2nd meetings, an 14 Deeember 2007, the Chairperson announced
the uppointment of the tosk force. Pursuant to those meetings, Member States were
invited to identify negotiables that could gerve a5 2 basis for intergovernmental
nagotialions,

1 Official Recerds of the Genaral Assembly, Sixiy<firs Sexston, Sugplement No, 47 (A/61147T).
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14. La his letrer dated 3 April 2004, the Chairperson of the Open-ended Working
Group forwarded to Member States the replies he hud received in writing, veflecting
various elements of the hegoriables us well os views on the process &nd the wsy
forward from delepations, as well as regional and interesi groups: the Group of
African States, the Organization of the Islumic Conference, the Overarching Group
and Uniting for Consensus (sec annex [).

15. At its 3rd and 4th meetings, on 10 April 2008, Member Btutes discussed
various clements contained in the wrinten contributions, and reallimed the
1eadership of the Chairperson acting together with the task force. The Chairperson
ennounesd that under his lesdership the task force wonld engage in cxtensive
consultations with Member States in order to assess the curreat silunlion und to
identify options in arder to move forward with the reform of tha Security Council.

16. The wmek forec consulted extensively in an objective, lrupsperent and
all-inclusive manncr with all Member Seatcg in various formarts, thzough their
regional proups, intcresh growps or individually, from the cnd of April 1o the
beginning of June 2008. As & result of those conzultstions, on 9 June 2008 the task
{orce submilted to the Chairperson u report cntitled “Report of (he
Vice-Chairpersons to the President of the General Assembly on the question of
cquitsblc represcatation on and increase in the membership of the Sccurity
Council”,

17. 1In his letter dated 11 Junc 2008, the Chairperson of the Open-ended Working
Group forwarded to Member Statcs the above repart (see annex m.

18. In his letter dated 13 June 2008, the Chairperson of the Open-cuded Working
Group forwarded the latter of the Chuirperson of the Leaguc of Arab Stares
containing a Tequest for jts position to be considered on an equal footing with the
other wristen inputs provided so far, ag well as the original positions coneerning the
{ssue of the Security Council reform (see annex I).

19. At its Sth and 6th meetings, on 17 June 2008, Member Srates discusged the
report. In hig concluding remarks, the Chairperson called on Member Butes to
cooperata clogely in ordes to ngroe to odopt a decision to move the process forward
to the stage of commencing intergovernmentsl negotistions,

20. At it [..] meeting. on [...] 2008, the Working Group considercd its draft repost
to the General Assembly (AJAC.247/2008/L.1), submired by the Chairperson.

C. Adoption of the report of the Working Group

21. Al its [...] meering, on [...] 2008, the Working Group considered and adopted
the present report.

IV. Recommendations

22. The Open-cndesd Working Group decided to recommend that consideration of
the item be continuad at the sixty-third session of the General Asiembly. The
Warking Group, recalling Assembly decigion 617561 and the progress made duriog
the sixty-first and sixty-sccond sessions, recommends to the Assembly the adoplion
of the following draft desision:

OR-40201
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~The Generul Aesembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions and decisions relevant to the question
of equilable representation on and inetcasc in The membership of the Securiry
Council and other matters related o the Security Couneil,

Mindful of Chapler XVIII of the Charter of the United Nations and of the
imporance of resching general agreement as referred to in recolution 43/26 of
3 Dccember 1993, in resofution 53/30 of 1 Decomber 1992 and in Decision
61/361 of 17 Seplember 2007 on the question of equitabla representution on
and inerspse in Lhe mcmbership of the Sceurity Council and other matters
related to the Couaeil

Taking netc of the seven pringiples presented by the President of the
Genersl Assembly to serve as guiding principles for the advancement of the
Security Council reform (A/62/BV. S1):

“(a) Aeknowledges the report of the Working Group on the Question of
Equitablc Representation on and Increasc in the Mcmbership of the Security
Couacil and Other Matters refated to the Secusity Couneil on its work during
the sixty-second gessien of the General Assembly;’

*th) Notes with eppreciation the Chairperson’s initiarive and cfforts in
the process of 1 comprehengive reform of the Sceurity Counsil, as well os (he
work done by the Vice-Chairpersons;

*(c} Deeides, building on the progress achicved so far, ia purticuler
during its sixty-firs and sixty-second sessions, us well as the positions of and
proposals mude by Member States, to commence intergovernmental
negotiations by the end of October 2008 in good faith, with mutual regpect and
in an open, irclusive und tranyparcnt manner, oa the question of cquitable
representation ond incresse in the membership of the Security Council and
other malters relaled to the Couneil, with the objective of sesking u
compromige solution, in the General Assembly, that can gamer the widest
possible political ecceptance by the membership, well shove the required
majority, beacing in mind resolutions 48/26 of 3 Deecmber 1993, 53/30 of |
December 1998, and Decision 61/561 of 17 Scptember 2007, as well as the
ratification process of any amendment to the Chanter of the Ukited Naticns a5
stipulated in itg artisle 108, In this context, decides, st the oulsel, to address
the framework nnd modalitics of the intergovernmental negotiations:

"(d) Alo decides thar the following form basic elements for the
intergovernmenltal negatiations:

(i) The positions and proposals of Member Slutes, regional groups and
other Member States groupings;

! Offieial Resords of the Genural Assembly, Steey firss Sensten, Supplement No. 47 {A/S1/47).
2 7o be isgned 98 Offferal Rogords of the General Assembly, Stzpmseaond Seusiun, Supplement
Na, 47 (ASELI4T).
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(if) The ncgotiables as referred in document A/51/47;

(ii§) The folfowing documents: report of the Open-ended Warking Group
on me Question of Equitabls Rcprescntation on and Incresse in the
Membership of the Security Council and Other Matters related Lo the
Sceurity Council;® General Asscmbly decision 617561 mud the report of
the Warking Group on the Questien of Equitable Representation on und
Incresse in the Membership of the Seewrity Council snd Other Matters
related 1o the Scourity Couwneil on its work during the sixty-gecond
sexsion of the General Assembly;?

"o} Decides nlso that the Working Group should comtinuc to cxernt
efforty during the sixty-third scssion of the General Assembly aimcd at
achieving peneral sgrecment among Member States in the consideration of ail
iggues relevant to the guestion of equitable representotion on and increasc in
the membership of the Security Council und other matters relnted to the
Council, taking inta sccount the progress achicved from the forty-cighth ta
gixly-sccond pegsions. of the Assembly;

“(#) Decides that the Working Group should subinit & report o the General
Asiembly boforz the end of its sixty-third seegion, including any agreed
recommendatione

bi-49201
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List of annexes¥

A. Lever dated 3 Apri] 2008 from the President of the General Asserbly Lo all
Permaunent Missions and Permanent Observer Missions 10 the United Nations
forwarding the follawing inputs from Member States: .

() Letter dated 20 March 2008 from the Permancnt Representative of Cape Verde
{p the United Nations;

(b) Letter dated § March 2008 from the Permanent Representative of Italy 1o the
Unitad Nations;

(¢) Lemer dated 20 Murch 2008 from the Permancnt Representative of Cyprus to
the United Nations.

B. Letter dated 9 April 2008 from the President of the General Assembly to all
Permunent Missions and Permanent Qbserver Missions to the Uniled Nations
forwarding the Jetter dated 7 April 2008 from the Permanent Represcntative of
Pakisten ta the Unised Nations

C. Lotier dated 13 Yune 2008 from the President of the General Assembly to all
Permancnt Missions and Permanent Qbserver Missions 1o the Unit=d Nstions
forwarding the lener dated 13 June 2008 from the Pormanent Representative of
Mauritanin to the United Naticns

1I.  Letter dated 11 June 2008 from the President of the General Axsembly to all
Permancnt Missions and Permanent Observer Missions to the United Nations
forwerding the report of the Vice-Chairpersons to the Fregident of the General
Assembly on the question of oquitable ropresentation on and increasc in the
membership of the Security Council
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