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TIIE FRESIDENT

OF TIIE
GEN[R.AL.{SSEMBLY 5 September 2008

Excellency,

ln my closing remarks as Chairman of the Open-ended Working
Group on the Question of Equitable Representation on and Increase in the
lvlembership of the Securiry Council and other Matters related to the
Security Council on 2 September 2008, I invited Member States who put
forlvard amendments to conduct intensive and constructive consultations
r,vith the members of the Task Force in order to reach an asreement on the
recommendations.

With this in mind I invite interested delegations which may wish to
contribute to the drafting exercise to attend a meeting to be convened on
Monday, 8 September at I I a.m. in CR-3. Please find attached the revised
draft report, including draft recommendations.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

lnt l  n

ltrtrtz
Sigjan Kerim'

All Permanent Representatives and
Permanent Observers to the United Nations
New York
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Draft  report  submittcd by the Chairperson

I.  Introduct ion

l "  In i ts  resolr r t ion 4E/26 of  3 Decembcr 1991. thc 6enerr l  Asscr 'nbly decidcd to
establ ish an opcn-ended working group to considcr  a l l  aspects of  (he qucst ion of
increasc in thc membership of  the Sccurt ty Counci l  and otber tnat ters re latcd ro the
Counc  i l .

2.  The Open-endcd Working Group on rhc Qu:st ion of  Egutt ib lc Representat ion
on and Incrcrsc in thc Membcrship of  thc Secur i ty  Corrnci l  and Othcr Mattcrs
rala led to thc Sccrrr i ty  Counci l  began i ts  dcl iberatrons in January 1994. Thc Working

Group submrtrcd p;ogress rcports lo the General  Assembiy at  i ts  for ty-c ighth to
sixty. f i rs t  scsJions,  Al  thc,sc scsstons,  thc Asscrnbly cxtendcd ihc mrndatc of  the
Work i ng  Group .

l .  On 2l  Novcmbcr 199t ,  thc Geners. l  Assembly adopt.C resolut ion 5l /30 in
cooncc( ion wi t [  thc agenda i rcm of  thc Working Group ent i t lcd "M3jor i ry requircd
lbr  taking dccis ions on Sccur i ty  Counci l  reform " .

4 .  I n  t hc  Un i t cd  Na t i ons  Mr l l enn iun r  Dec la ra t i on ,  Heads  o f  S ta t c  and
Oovcrnment rcsolvcd,  wi th rcspcct  to ths ongotng dcl ibcratronfon Sccur i ty  Counci l
raform, to intcnsi fy thsi r  ef fcns to schicae comprthensivc rcf i r rm of thc Counci l  rn
al l  r ts  aspects (sce Gcneral  Atscmbly rcsolut ion 55/2,  para.  30).

5 .  l n  t hc  2005  Wor l d  Summi t  Ou tcome  o f  l 5  Scp t cmbc r  2005 ,  He rds  o f  S ta te  and

Govcrnmcnt cxprcssed suppor(  for  car ly rcform of  thc Secur i ty  Counci l  rnd
rccommcnded that  thc Counci l  cont inuc to adapi  i ts  working methods (see Gcneral
Assemb ly  r cso lu t i on  50 / ) ,  pa ras .  153  and  154 ) .

6.  Fol lowing thc dcl ibcrat ions of  thc Working Gfoup, thc Gcrcral  Asscmbly,  in
i ts  dccis ion 6l /561 of  l7 $cptcmbcr 2007, dccidcd that  th.  worktog G.oup should
cont inuc i ts  work and should submit  a report  to the Asscmbly beforc thc cnd of  i ts
s ixty.second scssion,  i r rc luding rny agrccd recommcndt l ions.  Thc Asscmbly a lso
decrdcd to considcr  thc issuc of  Sccur i ly  Counci l  reform, i rc ludtng through
intcrgovcrnmental  negol lat ions.  The pr ;scni  fcPor l  ls  submincd p[rsuant to dacis ion
6 l / 5 6 1 .
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tI. Sirty-second session of the GeneralA.ssembly

7. Dur ing thc gcnarr l  dcbatc of thc General  Assembly at  i ts  s ixty-second session,
hcld l rorn 25 Scptcmbcr to J Octobcr 2007, many Heads of  Statc and Govcrnmcnt
rnd other h igh- lcvcl  rBprescntar tvcs of  Mcrnbcr States exprcsscd lhc vre\ t rs of  rhci r
Covcrnmcnts on thc reform of thc Sccur i ty  Counci l .

E.  Mcmbcr Statcs also cxprcsscd thci r  v icws on lhe reform of  the Counci l  whcn
the Ccncral  As!embly d iscusscd ihc r tcm cnt i t lcd "Quest ion of  equi tnblc
rcpresentatron on rnd increasc in the mcmbcrship of  the Secur i ty  Counci l  and
relatcd matrcrs"  ( r tcm 122) f rom I2 to l4 Novcmber 2007 (sec A/61/PV,{7.51),
Mcrnber Statcs expressr:d thci r  v ic*r  on vrr ious opt io[s to btrng the proccss
tbrward and r lso e$courag.d ihc Frrsrdeof  0f  the GenEral  A,sscmbly to takc
lcadcrship on thc way forward.  ln h is conciuding rcmarks on thc i tcm, thc Presidcnt
p-r.op999.{,9"ey-e.4..nri!g'Pht,-t"!t!..rye.t9".q99.cri9C.F.s..S!"ldt!&_0!!.S&l+*sis for thc
advlnu.cm.nt  oI t l :c  process of  Secur i ry Counci l  rc form (A/62/Pv.51),

Proceedings of the Open-ended Working Group during the
sixg-second session of the General  Assembly

O r g l n i z a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s

9.  Tha Prcsidcnt  of  thc Gencral  Assembly,  Srgan Kcr i rn,  served aj  Chairpcrson
of thc Working Group.

10.  On l4 Dccember 2001, the Chr i rperson appointsd Ambassador lsmat . lahan
(Bangladcsh),  Ambassedor Hcraldo Muf loe (Chi lc)  and Ambassador Julo M. Guerra
Salguciro (Portugr l ) ,  as menbcrs of  thc task forcc cstabl ished by lhe Chairpcrron,
to i r ts ic t  wi th a l l  Mcmbcr Stales and !o repon back to the Chairpcrson on rhe
ou(comc of  (hci r  consul tat ions.

l l  On l0 Rpr i l  2008, lhe Chairperuon also apporntcd Ar i lbassrdor Rublc Olhaye
(Dj ibout i ) ,  as a mcmber of thc task force.

M e e t i n g s ,  i n f o r m a l  m e e t i n g s  n n d  c o n s u l t r t i o n s  o f  t h e

Working Group

t7.  In h is l i r tdr  dared 6 Deccmbcr 2007, rhc Prei ldcnt  of  the Ccncral  Asscmbly
invi ted Mcmbcr Statcs to focul  thci r  intcrvcnt ions oo idant i fy ing concrctc e lcmcnts
ofnegotrablcs that  could form thc basjs for  intcrgovcrnmcntal  negot iat ions,  having
rn mind in particular (hc report of Opcn.ended \lr'orking 6roup to !ha Assernbly at itr
s ix ty- f i rs t  scssion I  and thc posi t ions and proposak of  Member Statcs

13.  At  i ts  ls t  and 2nd mcctrngs,  on l , l  Dcc,cmbct 200?, the Chairpcrsou a,nnounccd
thc- appo i n tr1 e.n !,Cf_ !h.S -tr st force. I4em bcr Stnt++ s*eh

@. Pursulnt  to thosc mect ings,  Mcmbcr Starcs
werc Invl tcd to idcnt i fy  ncgot iables that  could servc 4i  a basis for  intcrgovcrnmcutal
ncgo t iat ions.

I Ofrcrol Rccords oithc Guctal Attcmbly, Sittt.f,ttt Sctsron, Supplcaent No 17 (.\/61/47]
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14. In h is ler ter  datcd 3 Apr i l  2008, thc Chairperson of the Opcn-cnded Wsl f t ing

Group forwarded to Member States the repl ies he had rcceived in *r i t ing,  ref lect ing
var ious elements o i  the ncgot iablcs as wel l  as v iews on the process and the way
forward f ronr delegat ions,  as wel l  as regional  End intcresi  groups.  th? Group of
Afr ican Statcs,  thc Organizat ion of  thc ls lamic Conferencc,  the Overarching Group
and Uni t rng for  Conscnsus (see anocx I ) .

15.  At  i rs  3rd and 4th mcet in95,  oo l0 Apr i l  2008, Mcmber States drscussed
var ious elcmcnts containcd in thc vr i t tcn contr ibut ions,  and reaf f i rmcd the

- leadership of  the Chairperson act ing
rogethcr wi th the task forcc.  The Chairpcrson announced thr t  undcr h is leadership
thc task force would cngage in cxtcnsiva consui tat ions wi lh Member Statcs in ordgr
tc asscss thc currcnt  s i tuat ion and to ident i fy  opt ions in ordEr to move forward wi th

thc reform of  thc Secur i ty  Counci l .

I  6.  Thc task force consul tcd exlensivcly in an objcct ive,  tnnsparcnt  and
al l - rnclusive manner wi th a l l  Member States rn var ious formats,  through thci r
regional  groups,  interest  group5 or indrv idual ly ,  f rom lhc end ol  Apr i l  to t -he
bcg inn ing  o f J r : ne  2008 .  As  a  r csu l t  o f t bose  consu l t a t i ons ,  on  9  June  ?008  t hc  t ask
force submit ted to the Chairperson a report  cnt i t led "Repor!  of  the
Vicc-Chairpcrsons to thc Prcsidcnt  of  lhc Ceneral  Assembly on tbc qucst ion of
equi table repres.ntat ion on and increase in tha membership of  the Secur i r_v
Co  unc i l " ,

l?.  In h is let tcr  dated l l  Junc 200E, the Chairperson of  thc Open-ended Working
Group forwarded to Mcmber Statcs thc abovc report  (sce annex l i ) ,

18 .  l n  h i s  l e r t c r  da ted  13  June  2008 ,  t hc  Cha i rpc r son  o f t he  Opcn -cndcd  Work i ng
Group forwardgd thc letrcr  of  the Chairpcrson of  the League of  Arab Statcs
contain ing a reqrcst  for  i6 posi t ion to be considercd on an equal  foot ing wi th the
othcr *r i i ten inputs provided so far ,  as wel l  as thc or ig inal  posi t ions concerning thc
issuc of  t l re Secur i ty  Counci l  reform (sec anncx I ) -

19.  At  i ts  5th and 5t l r  mcet ings,  on l? Juna 200E, | ' {cmber Statcs discussed the
rcport .  [n h is concluding remarks,  thc Chairperson cal led on Mernbcr States to
coopcrate c losely ia ordcr to agrcc (o adopt a dccis ion !o movc the procesr forward
to thc staBc of  comncncing intcrgovernmental  ncgot iat ions.

10.  At  i ts  [ . . , ]  mect ing,  on [ . . . ]  ?00t ,  thcWorkinB Group considerad i ts  draf t report
to rhc Cen€ral  Assembly (A/AC.24712008/L.  l ) ,  submined by thc Chairperson.

C. Adopt ion of  the repor t  of  the Work ing Group

21. At  i rs  [ , . . ]  mcct ing,  on [ . . . ]  2008, thc Worhing Group considered and adoptcd
the present report .

IY Recommendations

22. The Open-cnCcd Working Croup decidcd !o recomnrend that  considerat ion of
ths i t€m be cont inued ar lhe s)xty- th i ld scssion of  thc Generel  Asscrnbly bui ld ine.
u l on lhe  wo rk  done  du r i nE  o r cv i ous  ses i i ons  and  w i t h  t hc  v reu  t o  r cach rng  an
aEreement.  Thc Working Group, recal l ing Assembly decis ioo 6l /56 I  and the
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p lograls madc dur ing the Bixty- f i rs t  and s ixty-second lcrs ion,  fccommcnds to the
Asscmbly thc adoptron of  ihe fo l lowing dref t  dccis ion:

"Thc Gcncral  Assembly,

Recal l ing i ts  prcvious rr jo lutrons and dccisrons rc lcvant  to the quest ton
of  cqui lablc rcprcscotat ion on and increase in thc membership of  thc Secur i ty
Counci l  and othcr matt€,rs rc latcd to the Sccur i ty  Counci l ,

Mrndfr t l  of  thc importancc of  rcochrng gcncrol  agrcomcnt on lhc qucst ion
oi  cqui table representat ion on and incrcase in thc membership of  thc Sccur i ry
Counci l  and o(hcr mattcrs rc latcd (o rhe Counci l

Taking notc of  thc sevcn prrncip lcs proposed by the Prusident  sf  the
Gcneral  Asscr lb ly as guid ing pr incip lcs for  the advEncemrnt  of  thc
Secur i ty  Councr l  reform (A/62/PV. 5 I  ) :

" (a)  Acl inowlcdgcs the rcpor l  of  thc Working Group on thc Qucst ion of
Equi t rb le R.prcscntat ion on and lnclcarc in thc Mcmbcrshrp of  thc Secur i ty
Counci l  and Other Mstrcrs rc latcd to the Sccurrry Counci l  on i ts  work dur ing
the s ixty-sccond session of  thc Ccncrr l  Asscmbly;2

"(b)  Notcs wrdr apprcciat ion rhc Chr i rpcrson's i r i . iar ivc and ef fons in
the proeess of  r  comprchcnsivc rcform of  thc Srcur i ty  Counci l ,  as wcl l  as the
work donc by thc Vicc-Chairpcr5ons;

"(c)  Dccidcs thr t  thr  Working Oroup shouJd cont inuc to cxcrt  c f for ts
dunng the s lxty-(h i rd session of  thc Gancnl  Asscmbly a imed at
achieving gcncral  egrcemenr among Membcr Stalcs in thc considcrat ion
of  a l l  issues rc leysnr to rhc qucst ion of  cqurt rb lc reprcscntat ioo on and
incrrase in thc m€mbcrship of  thc Sccur i ty  Counci l  rnd other mattcrs
related to the Counci l .  tak ing into tccount thc progress achieved f rorn tbe
for ty.c ighth to srxty-secood sessions of  rba Asscmbly;

"(d)  Dccidcs that  th€ Working Group should submi l  r  report  !o the
Gcncral  Assembly bcforc the cnd of  i ts  s ixry-rh i rd scssion,  inc luding any
agrced recotnmendrt ions."

"(e)  Also dccides that  the fo l lowing form a basis for  in lcrgovcrnrnenral
ncgo t r i | t l  Ons.

(i) The pasttions and proposalt o! Member Sralcs: African Union,
Group of  Four,  Leagut of  Arab Sratgs,  L.69 Group, Organizat ion of  thc
Is lamrc Confcrencc,  (hc proposr l  of  thc Ovcrarching Group, the
perspcct ives of  the permancnt rnenbrrs uf  the Secur i ty  Counci l ,  Smal l
Fivc Stares (S-5) and Uni t ing for  Conscnsus;

' Olrcial Reco,.b al thc Gentnl )srcahls', Sity-f rr $c*ion. Eupphatnt No. t? (N6ltt1),
t 19 be isrucd w Oficicl Rccords of tht Gcncrol Asstmbly, Sr:rt-rgcand Scrrro n, Suppltmcnt

No. 17 (N6?141).,
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.  ( ! t0 The /o l lowtng docum.nts: .  report  of  thc Opcn-cnded Working Group
on lha Qucst ion of  Equi tablc Reprcsent l t ion on and Increase in thc
Membcrship of  thc Secur i ty  Counci l  and Orhcr Marters rc latcd to ahc

.. sssnrity Qgyllq!l;j".q.9t"c"rrl {ll.qh"ly."9rCt!ion 0!1161_srillg,ycport of
the Working Group on thc Qucst ion ofEqui table Reprcsentat ion on and
lncrease in thc l ' lcrnbership of  thc Sccur i ry Counci l  and Other Marters
r c l a t cd  t o  t hc  Sccu r i t y  Counc r l  on  i t s  wo rk  du r i ng  t hc  s i x t y . second

. !e.qqigtt o! !f9.-qc-t9.r.ql Al.s.errUy;1,

- - . -  
' ( [ )  Further decides,  bui ld ing on the progress achicved so far ,  in

part icular  dur ing i ts  s ixty. f i rs t  and s ixty-sccond ses: ions,  as wcl l  ar  thc
posi t ions of  and proposals made by Member States,  lo commcncd

. i_rilqtg_gy-e.llirli{r!9l.Ittg.C!lC!lqls br the end of October 2008 rn good faith, with
mutual  respcct  rnd in an opcn,  inc lusivc and t r lnsparen!  mtnner,  on tne
qucs t i on  o f  cqu i t ab l c  r ep rcscn t t ( i on  and  i nc r casc  i n  t hc  membc rsh ip  o f  t he
Secur i ty  Counol  and othcr matters rc l r ted to thc Counci l ,  wi th thc obj :ct ive of

. lge!1i . !g"9"1giu1io.n. . th.1 l .c-an-garncr. t ln$+1c:+--9+r+ib lc qeneraJ_fgrccmcnr

..a{ft}"S-I4$n5€+$+*l+* i
' (q)  Dccidet  to agree on the f rsmework and modal i t ics as the f i rs t  aqenda

itcg*gjfu! g_ i ntcr e0vern m cnta I nc sot iat ions:

j oeletea: t I
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List  of  i lnnexesl

I .

A.  Lct ter  datcd I  Apr i l  ?008 r iom thc Prcsidcnt  of  thc Ccncral  Asscmbly to a l l
Perm!, i lcnt  Missions and Permanent Obse;.ver Missions to thc Uni ted Nat ions
forwarding the fo l lowing inputs f rom Membcr States:

(r )  Let ter  datcd 20 March ?008 f rom thc Pcrmancnt Representat ive of  Capc Vcrdc
ro the Unl ted Nar ions;

(b)  Lcner drrcd 5 Mrrch i00$ f rom lhc P.rmanpnr Rcprcscnlar ivc of  i ra ly ro thc
Un i t cd  Na t rons ,

(c)  Lct tcr  datcd 10 l r {arch 2008 l iorn rhc Pcrmansn! Reprcscntat ivc of  Cyprus to
rhc  Un i t cd  Na r i ons

B Let tcr  dated 9 Apr i l  f ,00E from thc Prcsident  of  the Ccncral  Asscnrbly to a l l
Pcnnlncnt  Missions and Permanent Observcr Missions to thc Uni t id Nl t ions
forwarding thc l€r lc i  datcd TApr i l  2008 f rom rh€ Permencnt Represcntar ive of
Pakrstan ro thc Uni tsd Nat ions

C Lct tcr  datcd l l  June ?008 l rom the Prcsrdent of the Ccncral  r ' .ssembly 1o ai l
Pcrmancnt Missions and Pcrmanent Obscrver Missions to ths Unircd Nat ions
forwarding thc let tcr  dated l l  June 200N from the Permancnt Rcpresentatrvc cf
Maur i tania to ihc Unr led Nat ions

l l .  Lct tcr  datcd I  I  Junc 2008 f rom thc Presidcnt  ofrhc 6cncral  Assembly ro a l l
Permancnt Missions and Permancnt Obscrver Missions to lhe Unircd Nal ions
forwarding rhe teport  of  t l )c  Vice-Chairpcrsons to thc Presrdcnt  of  rhc General
Assanbly on thc qucst lon ofcquirablc reprcscntat ion on and increase in the
mcmbcrrhip of  the Sccur i ty  Counci l

'  Full rcxt to bc iocludcd m thc finrl rcpon.


